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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Ted Cowan, NA7C 

First licensed as a Novice in 

1981, I could transmit only 

using CW. My Morse code 

wasn't very good, so I never 

actually used my Novice 

privileges on the air. Shortly 

thereafter, I upgraded to 

General and finally got on 

the air. My first rig was a 

Henry Tempo I. I upgrade to 

Advanced and then Extra 

over the next few years. I 

took my Extra CW and writ-

ten exam in Longmont, CO, 

back when exams were ad-

ministered by the FCC. I re-

member barely passing my 

20 wpm CW test but breezed through the written exam. I was so happy I passed the exams 

that I danced on the hood of my rental car. 

I was active with local clubs and on the air from time to time, but family, college, and career 

took priority, and ham radio took a back seat. As things settled down, I got back into ham ra-

dio and decided I needed to work on my DXCC (working 100 countries). I completed the first 

level of DXCC some years ago using a variety of modes, including CW, but I have always want-

ed to copy code in my head. Before I could do this, I needed a lot more practice. 

In 2011, I learned about the Straight Key Century Club (SKCC). I needed more time on the air, 

at speeds I could copy. The SKCC folks have a sked (schedule) page, to see who's on the air, 

and arrange to make contact on a given frequency. SKCC is all about straight keys, bugs, coot-

ies (a.k.a. sideswiper), and the membership is free. The top speeds are around 15 wpm, and 

everyone slows down 

for the newbie. It's with 

SKCC that I have 

learned how to use a 

bug (first with a used 

Vibroplex classic, now 

a wonderful KN4YB 90 

degree bug) and also 

the cootie. I have a 

goal to make at least 

one CW QSO on the air, 

every single day. 
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My Shack, continued 

Ted Cowan, NA7C 

My favorite rig is my Elecraft K2, with 

a KPA100, which I did not assemble, 

and a KAT100, a kit radio that I did 

assemble, back in 2003. I also use an 

old Kenwood TS-570 for SSB, digital 

modes, and when I need QRO, since 

it's the rig connected to my ALS-600 

amplifier. My antenna is an off-center-

fed dipole up 30 feet. Since I'm cur-

rently (as of 2019) working on the 

SKCC Three Key Award, I move be-

tween my bug, my Bencher wired as a 

cootie, and my Lionel J-38 straight 

key. I also own a Vibroplex Vi-

brokeyer, which is a single lever pad-

dle, and a Ham Key straight key. 

I enjoy CW contesting, building little ham radio 

projects (such as my Grand Central Station CW 

switching box that supports up to 6 straight keys, 

6 paddles, 6 rigs and one external Winkey Keyer), 

and hanging out at club meetings. But my all-time 

favorite ham radio activity is Field Day. I've orga-

nized two small Field Day events for a club in 

Sandy and I've attended Field Day events with sev-

eral of the local clubs, including UVARC. The 

UVARC Field Day was especially gratifying because 

we had young people on the air, even on CW. 

This year I also had the privilege of attending my 

first ever UVARC Winter Field Day, and it was every 

bit as exciting as the traditional summer event, just 60 

degrees colder. I can't wait to do it again next year! 

I'm married to an angel from Heaven named Sharron, 

and the proud father of five children: three sons and 

two daughters, with seven grandchildren. I have no hair 

because I have daughters. Teaching Computer Science 

for my alma mater, Weber State University, I coordinate 

an off-campus program an hour south of the Ogden 

campus at Salt Lake Community College near Salt Lake 

City. I'm active in a handful of ham radio clubs and am 

a Life Member of the ARRL. I love ham radio! 

73, Ted NA7C 

Chad and Ted’s Excellent Adventure 

Winter Field Day 2019 


