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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Taylor Foote, KI7SHU 

I've been a ham for a couple of years now, 

but it took me a while to find my footing in 

ham radio. I got my first radio, a Yaesu FT-

60, when I was a young boy scout. I went 

to take the test and failed by 3 questions. 

Somewhat discouraged, the radio sat in a 

drawer for almost 8 years before I got my 

license. After getting my license, I picked 

up my radio and promptly found that the 

battery would no longer hold a charge. 

Who would have guessed? :-) It took me a 

few more years to really get involved with 

ham radio. 

Recently I finally got a J-pole outside my 

shack. I was tired of only using the radio 

inside my car when I wanted to talk with 

people, so I was determined to find a way to set up my antenna. My J-pole is attached to a 10-

foot piece of conduit tied by Velcro to a fence post outside my window. As a renter, I can't at-

tach things to the house, so my antenna is a mix between 

permanent and portable. One thing that I really like about 

the J-pole is that I can quickly put it up or take it down for 

inclement weather, and that it's portable. I also like how 

cheap it was. For someone who is starting new in the hobby 

and wants to see how an outside antenna can help you, I 

recommend this setup. It cost a grand total of $100 

(including the coax). I also like that I can eventually transi-

tion this antenna to be attached to the house, when the time 

comes. Having an outdoor antenna has helped me increase 

my ham participation by a massive leap. 

Aside from my FT-60, I have a Yaesu FT-2980 in my car, a 

BTech UV-25X4, and a few Baofengs. My 25x4 is currently 

my shack radio, but I have plans to move it into a 72-hour 

kit and replace it with an Icom or Yaesu radio. I've learned 

recently that saving up the money for a Icom/Yaesu/

Kenwood is totally worth it. 

I really enjoy participating in community events such as rac-

es, rides, and parades. I also enjoy talking on simplex and 

joining the New Ham Net. You'll find me monitoring 

446.325 or the 76ers. I'm also interested in learning more 

about digital radio, ARDEN, APRS, and LoRa. I'm a software 

engineer and really enjoy merging the two hobbies together. 

— 73 from KI7SHU 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LoRa

