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My Shack 

Tad Richardson, W1TAD 

My “shack” is on four wheels, a 2014 Chevro-

let Malibu, and since it’s a company car, I 

can’t punch or drill holes to mount my equip-

ment, which presents a bit of a challenge. 

One of the best investments I ever made in 

my ham world was a mobile rig. 

One cool feature of this car is the conven-

ience of locating an accessory battery in the 

trunk, making me a big fan of radios with re-

movable face plates. Therefore, mounting the 

power unit of a removable-head radio in the 

trunk fairly close to the antenna and battery 

makes sense. This 

means I only need to 

run the remote wires 

with short cables from 

my trunk to the front 

console. 

I fabricated a mounting 

plate and riveted the 

mount that came with 

the radio onto it, to keep it flush and prevent 

it from loosening due to vibration. I also tied 

off the coax and sound cables from the trunk 

onto this plate. I then clamped the plate un-

derneath the back dash, requiring no holes to 

be made in my car. 

The cables run under the back seat, along the 

top of the hump on the back floor board, to 

the center console. I made the power connec-

tions with crimp-on rings and stab-type con-

nectors, to be disconnected quickly when 

needed. 

Had this been my 

own vehicle, I proba-

bly would not have 

changed much in the 

way of installation. 

For security I simply 

remove the head 

unit and slide it un-

der the front seat. 

The antenna comes off 

quickly, and I have a cap I 

put on the mount to keep 

water and debris out, which I 

do frequently when staying 

at hotels or leave my car 

parked at airports. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My shack gear consists of 

Yaesu FT-8800R dual-band transceiver 

Comet CA2X4SR lip-mount antenna 

Comet RS730 dual-band antenna 

Lido LM-801 cup holder radio head mount 

Generic CB radio external speaker 

— 73, W1TAD 

Each month we highlight the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, 

to give others an idea of what more experienced hams have set up 

Tad, at our March meeting 


