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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Ron Hatch, K7QEZ 

I grew up in a ham family: both 

my parents were licensed, and 

eventually all five children got into 

the hobby. I've been licensed and 

active since 1960. As a Novice, I 

would get up at 4 am during the 

summer months every other day 

to get a water turn for our city-

block garden; I'd then return and 

do an hour of CW hamming while 

the garden got wet. 

Our first 2-meter equipment was a 

Gonset Communicator. We then 

built a "Benton Harbor Lunch 

Box," (Heathkit) for 2 meters, and 

then my father and I assembled a 

Johnson Ranger kit for HF AM 

work, to go along with our Hallicrafters SX-111 receiver. We eventually got a couple of Icom 

"portable" 2-meter rigs (9 C-cells!), then Kenwood, and other handhelds. Later, for HF my fa-

ther moved on to a Kenwood TS-120 and finally to a Yaesu FT-757GX set-up (both of which I 

now own and operate). I have added an older Icom IC-730 and a new Icom IC-718 for HF work. 

For antennas I have 1) an all-band Maple Leaf Mini (forerunner of today’s G5RV Junior), in-

stalled as an Inverted-V for north-south access, 2) an OCF all-band dipole, installed in some 

trees in the back yard for east-west access, and 3) a 23-foot Comet CHA-250B all-band vertical 

up 20 feet above ground. Today, antennas are a bit challenging, as I live in an HOA neighbor-

hood, and can't really do any major antenna installations. 

I am enjoying HF work, as well as 2-meter 

VHF work (both simplex and through sev-

eral local repeaters) in the shack, as well 

as VHF/UHF operation from my car. My 

father taught his children that hobbies are 

a good way to learn new things and to stay 

out of trouble. Ham Radio has been the 

best hobby I've had (led me to a career in 

engineering), and I'm sure it will continue 

to be, until I go to the great Hamfest in the 

Sky. 

— 73, Ron Hatch K7QEZ 


