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Silent Key 

Memorial for a ham who has passed on 

Richard Heward, K7KGK 

On Wednesday June 30, Richard Heward of Spanish 

Fork, Utah, passed away peacefully after struggling 

with health issues. From Richard’s wife, Lyla KF7RUR: 

Two of Richard's passions are two-way radio and his 

fellow man. He has always had a wonderful connec-

tion with God and our Savior, so he understands the 

importance of loving and serving others. Richard was 

introduced to radio in the mid 70s through CB. He 

quickly used that to start up an organization called 

People of Concern (or POC for short). They would set 

up neighborhood watch programs, help motorists on 

the highway, and help the police in any appropriate 

capacity. Richard would always monitor the radio for 

an opportunity to help others any way he could.  

While on patrol, they'd watch for motorists who had 

broken down or needed a tire changed. Without any hesitation he'd jump into action to see 

what he could do to help. 

In 2010, Richard was called to be the Emergency Communications Specialist in his ward. He 

immediately started studying for his ham radio license, which he passed with flying colors. 

Upon receiving his license, he purchased a handheld radio, with a base station soon after that. 

He quickly started monitoring the '76 repeater, awaiting the opportunity for a QSO. Richard 

also has a scanner that he'd listen to. On one occasion he heard a young boy calling out for 

anyone to talk to. No one would come back to him, even though just a moment earlier some 

were talking with each other. This young boy, Nate, would go from repeater to repeater with 

no success. When he called out on the '76, Richard answered him. Nate's call sign is KF7KGN, 

which was very close to Richard's call sign of KF7KGK at the time. They soon realized that they 

had taken the test the same evening and remembered seeing each other at the session. This 

QSO started a great friendship, and they 

would talk often. Soon other young ham op-

erators around Nate's age, which was 11 at 

the time, would join in the conversation, and 

in a very short time, there were several. 

Richard would involve all of them in a round 

table setting, playing games, and getting to 

know each other. In short, enjoying their 

new found hobby. 

It didn’t take long before the kids wanted to 

start a ham radio club with Richard as the 

president. That is not what Richard wanted, 

but he finally resolved to form a "Ham Social 

Group" and, because he already had a wheel 

chair, he agreed to be the "chair" man. Soon, 

other ham operators, closer to his age, who 

Richard and eternal companion Lyla KF7RUR 
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Richard Heward, continued 

had also been listening for several weeks, decided to finally join in and find out what was go-

ing on. As more and more adults joined in, the kids began to fade away. But Nate and a few 

others continued. They started having social activities, and that's how the 76ers started. 

For several years, Richard enjoyed being very involved with the 76ers and ham radio in gen-

eral. It opened up a whole new world to him. He had been homebound and not able to get out 

much for several years, but through ham radio, he has. And the friends! Oh, there have been 

so many amazing people he's met, and formed wonderful friendships with. To the last day, he 

and Nate were still very close. Richard has more friends now than he's ever had, and for that, 

he was extremely grateful. 

Here’s an excerpt from Richard’s obituary: 

Richard was a man of many talents, and was a wise and quick learner. He had many jobs, 

from running a convenient store, working for Pepsi, driving a school bus, owning his own tow-

ing company, and eventually finding his love of finance and becoming a loan officer and 

branch manager of a local credit union. Richard also authored a book, "Personal Finance Sim-

plified", to help teach others how to manage finances. Though he made no monetary profit, he 

still felt it was worth his time and energy, simply because it could help others. 

Later in his life, Richard discovered his love for Ham Radio. He had a passion for this hobby 

and developed deep and lasting relationships through his radio group, the 76ers. We, his fami-

ly, thank each one of the individuals who became his friends through this group. He spoke 

highly of each of you, loved you, and considered you the best of friends. 

Richard had difficult health problems throughout his life. Those who knew him know all too 

well what he went through. Toward the end of his life, Richard found peace in strengthening 

broken relationships, making amends, and being a light to those around him. 

Throughout his life, he had experiences that brought him close to death's door. But now, he's 

been relieved of his pain and has finally been made free. We mourn our loss, but celebrate his 

life and the legacy he leaves behind. 

73, Richard, and keep smiling. 

Where Richard likes best to be: in the company of his life-long friends, smiling 

https://www.larkinmortuary.com/obituary/view/l.-richard-heward-59

