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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Paul Bishop, KJ7SNQ 

I’ve spent most of my life in the 

San Francisco South Bay area, 

where I worked at Lockheed Mar-

tin as an aerospace engineer for 

40 years. 

I’m very new to this ham hobby, 

having passed my first two exams 

back in November of 2020. I ini-

tially was just interested in SWL 

(shortwave listening), an interest 

I've had since high school. In my 

high school senior year I built the 

Knight Kit Star Roamer, and had a 

blast listening to the USSR, China, 

Europe, etc., and there it pretty 

much ended. I renewed a short-

time interest some years later, 

and purchased the Sangean ATS-909, and had fun with that. About eight years ago, I pur-

chased a Yaesu FT-270R for emergency use, but never got my ham license. 

About September of last year, I decided to finally get my license so I could talk to others 

around the country and understand for myself how they were doing with the COVID virus, and 

also to help with my own feelings of isolation. I have thoroughly enjoyed the hobby so far! I’ve 

been able to talk as far away as Japan. SWL is a different story, as I've continued to listen to 

broadcasts from China, North, and South Korea, Iran, Brazil, New Zealand, and so many others. 

My antennas consist of an 80-meter off-center-fed dipole running between two aspen trees on 

my property about 45 feet above the ground, stretched North and South. I also have a Dia-

mond D130J triband discone base antenna up on the roof. Noji has been a great friend and so 

helpful in putting these up and giving this newbie advice, even when I ask dumb questions. I 

also have an Icom IC-7300 (which I love), an LDG AT-100ProII autotuner, and an Icom IC-R8500 

that I use for SWL. 

Kind of a hobby guy, my other interests are astrophotography (I have an observatory in my 

driveway), plastic model, and wood ship model building. I also have an eight-foot long HO 

train layout with six steam engines (I know, I know). I’m married and live in the walk-out base-

ment of our three-story house. My daughter and her family live upstairs which is just perfect, 

except when I transmit, and it makes their electric recliners run back and forth. (I welcome any 

and all suggestions on how to fix this. LOL! I've tried lots of ferrite chokes, but no joy so far.) 

We retired to Provo, Utah, in the spring of 2012. I love it here, I love the people, Provo, and the 

many new friends I've met so far in this wonderful hobby. 

— 73, Paul Bishop KJ7SNQ 


