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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Mart Gardner, WE7ATV and Glenna Gardner, WE7SEW 

Glenna and I started planning our retirement about five 

years ago. One of the major items we planned to get was a 

5th wheel RV, to enjoy camping in style. Over the next four 

years we looked at hundreds of RVs from bumper drags to 

5th wheels. As we did, we developed the image of what the 

perfect RV would have. One must-have item is a place to put 

the HF and other amateur radios, and with one year to go, 

we started making final plans. I started asking other hams 

about what the perfect mobile shack would look like. 

The big day came in June 2017 when I actually retired. We 

went right out and got our new 2018 5th wheel. There was 

no more looking, because now we knew just what we want-

ed. For one thing, a nice back room that would become the 

new mobile shack, with a little upgrading by me. 

The new radio room has an in-

side door so when you're on the 

radio others can be in the living 

room watching TV, playing 

games, or just talking, without 

being bothered by the noise. The shack has its own restroom, so 

you don't need to cross the living room for that. There is a back 

door, too. You can work in and out of the shack, and never intrude 

on the fun going on in the rest of the RV. 

The room has 12 VDC power right off the two batteries, and 120 

VAC supplied by two wall plugs off the twin 2000 watt generators. 

It’s got plenty of LED lighting and two windows, with room for 

three or four chairs around the small table. To keep you on the air 

in comfort, it also has forced air HVAC. 

A small built-in box on the back wall not only provides a power 

port, but the pass-through for the coax to the outside antennas. 

On the outside behind the license plate you'll find a small round 

door, the other side of the 

pass-through. The door has a 

section that can be opened 

so the main door can be 

closed during use. Inside the 

pass-through is a small com-

partment where the coax can 

be coiled up for travel. This 

keeps it dry and clean until 

needed. 
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My Shack 

continued 

One thing we learned is the need for an outside disconnect on the 

coax cables. To accomplish this, we just used a coax cable connect-

or between the inside cable and the outside cable that runs up to the 

antenna. The first time we put up the antenna, we learned how im-

portant it was to label the coax. 

The antenna pole was 50% luck and 50% timing. Our son, who lives 

down in Annabella, where the photos were taken, was checking out 

yard sales when he came across this RV flag pole. It's all aluminum, 

so it's strong yet light, and he picked it up for $35. 

The flag pole, now an antenna mast, has an aluminum mount that 

goes into the 2˝ trailer receiver on the back of the 5th wheel. The 

mount is lined with a plastic insulator as well as a plastic sleeve on 

the mast. This is to insulate the mast from the RV. I've made some 

wood blocks for all the medial stabilizers to better insulate the 5th 

wheel. If the mast takes a lighting hit, the RV is insulated from the 

mast. 

At the top of the mast there are two antennas. Both are from the handiwork of Carl Pockrus 

WE7OMG. First, the classic J-Pole 2 meter / 70 centimeter at the top of the mast. Just below 

that are two 40 meter Hamsticks attached to Carl’s Hamstick base. The mast expands out to 

its full height with simple push buttons locks. The fully assembled mast and antennas are so 

light that one can easily pick up the whole thing in order to slide it into the receiver mount. 

That's our new mobile shack. Glenna and I would like to invite you to stop by as see it at Field 

Day up at Strawberry this summer. 73 for now, and we’ll be listening for you! 

― Mart WE7ATV and Glenna WE7SEW 


