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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Mark Conrad, W1CON 

My first exposure to amateur radio, 

so to speak, was at age 14 or 15. I 

had gotten a portable crystal radio 

set, the size of a pack of cigarettes, 

an ear piece, and a wire with an alli-

gator clip. I discovered that if I at-

tach the alligator clip to the metal 

lamp on my night stand, I could pick 

up WHK radio. Kool, I thought! Now, 

to experiment with this metal thing 

and that metal thing. Double Kool! 

One day, I spread the alligator clip 

and connected it to the two ports of 

an electrical outlet. After the smoke 

and tingling feeling on the burnt 

ends of the alligator clip settled, I 

remember my grandmother yelling, "Markie what did you do?!?" 

Fast forward to 2000, my younger brother Jack got me to attend a 1-day ham study class, and 

we got our tickets. Two years later, we both got our Generals on a Saturday. 2014 found me 

living and working in Alice Springs NT, Australia, and I used EchoLink to check in to the 76ers 

Net on Thursday morning, only 17 hours later. While there, I used my time and studied for 6 

months. Two weeks after I returned home to the US, I took the Extra class test and passed it 

with a 90%. Thanks to the ARRL books, Dave Casler 

YouTube productions, and Richard's HamStudy. BTW in 

Australia, I'm official: $45 bucks Aussie, a copy of your 

Visa and American license, and for a year, I became 

VK8CON of the NT. 

My favorite frequencies are in the WIN system of Cali-

fornia, starting when the shaking and rocking hap-

pened on the San Andreas Fault. The WIN system lit up 

and everyone had traffic. At 11 pm it was the Insomniac 

Net. 

I started working HF with a Kenwood TS-440S, but my 

biggest excitement was when I built a 20-40-80 wire, 

10" by 12" sheet of plexiglass, and 26-gauge wire, total 

ugly antenna contest material. I hoisted it up 20 feet on 

a painter's pole and started working the bands. CQ, CQ, 

CQ, and in San Jose, California, I got a response from 

NORWAY...11,000 miles! Wave propagation fascinates 

me. Although I'm an Extra, I'm still a novice, and it fas-

cinates me. 90 feet of wire, one end hooked to a tree 

trunk and the other end tied off on my truck's tow hitch. 
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My Shack 

continued 

For thirty years, I used radios professionally. As a 

San Jose Policeman, I always had a hand pack with 

me and a discone attached to the house. Through-

out my various assignments, I set up body wires, 

bait cars, bird-dog trackers and I was the lead train-

er for the LoJack anti-vehicle theft program. 

Today, I own 2 Yaesu VX-8 and 3 Baofeng HTs. I al-

ways have an HT with me in the car, and a Yaesu FT

-8800R mobile programmed for Utah County, SL 

County, Intermountain Intertie, Sinbad, and Arizo-

na. The Mancave has a Yaesu FT-8900R, and for HF 

work I now use a Yaesu FT-891 with three antennas 

attached: a Comet dual band, a Hustler 6-BTV, and 

a scanner discone. One day I'll get permission to 

punch a hole into the house and set up a radio room 

in the basement, but I'm not holding my breath. My 

wife has no desire to get a license; in fact, she has 

told me that, on my passing, a 12-cubic-yard dump-

ster will magically appear, and the Mancave will be 

converted into a She-shed. Sooo, keep an eye on the 

Obits, and make certain you give her a fair price for 

my treasures or trash. 

Meanwhile, I enjoy trying 

to build stuff that I find 

online. 

— 73, W1CON 


