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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of what more experienced hams have set up 

Loren Chandler, WB1KE 

CQ CQ CQ de WB1KE. 

My name is Loren, and I got my Tech-

nician license in March 2015 (original 

call sign KG7SFD). I had been interest-

ed in amateur radio for awhile and 

had several licensed co-workers, but I 

finally pulled the trigger when one of 

my cycling friends mentioned I could 

ride in organized 100 mile rides for 

free as a "bicycle ride marshal," which 

required a ham license and a cheap 

handheld radio. Since that time I have 

done this for about 5 century rides 

each summer. I upgraded to General 3 

or 4 months later, then Amateur Extra 

a few months after that, at which 

point I applied for my current vanity call sign. 

My radio interests quickly expanded to pretty much everything, including emergency prep, 

public service events, TERT, and HF (phone and digital). I'm working on CW, and after I get a 

little better at that I think I'll give mesh a try. 

I consider my shack to be a work in progress. I have an Icom IC-718 for my HF rig (connected 

to my laptop via a SignaLink USB for digital modes), and a TYT TH-9800 for VHF/UHF. I have 3 

Baofeng HTs and 1 Yaesu HT; 

and in my cars, a TYT TH-

9800 and a Juentai JT-6188. 

I'd like to get an all-band all-

mode rig (like a Yaesu 991A) 

so I could play with SSB, CW, 

and digital modes locally on 2 

meters and 6 meters. 

I'm currently running a con-

test at work, the next cowork-

er who gets their Technician 

license will get a free, shiny 

new HT (Baofeng UV-5R I got 

for $15 on eBay, shhh). There 

seem to be a few interested 

parties; it will be fun to see 

how this dangling carrot 

method works out. 

― 73, WB1KE 


