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Silent key 

Memorial for a member who has passed on 

Lon Anderson, WE7LDS 

In 1970, Lon met his life-long sweetheart 

Carolyn at the American Fork Hi-Spot Drive-

In, and married her soon after. He was 19 

and she was 15. Three years later, they were 

sealed in the Salt Lake Temple. The two had 

three kids through the years, and Lon was 

very devoted to his wife, who said, Lon nev-

er gave up on me, in spite of me. 

Soon after graduating from high school, Lon 

went to work on the Alaska Pipeline. After 

sixteen years in the steel industry, he at-

tended USU (Utah State University), where he 

opened up as a party animal of sorts, but 

who had little trouble making good grades. Lon also served in the Army Reserve for 4½ years 

starting in 1971, having avoided the draft due to a broken foot. 

Not one to call attention to himself, Lon suffered two heart attacks, which his wife never found 

out about until years later. When Carolyn saw him collapse in the arms of his grandson Bryan 

with his third episode, she said, Damn you, Lon, we’re going to the hospital! 

In his teen years, Lon loved to talk on his CB radio, which led him to discover amateur radio. 

After getting his ham radio license in 1973, Lon dedicated himself to serving in MARA 

(Mercury Amateur Radio Association), the communication arm of the LDS Church back in those 

days. Later, he became one of the original 76ers in Utah 

County, and often introduced 

himself as a friendly voice to 

new hams who happened up-

on the ‘76 repeater. 

In his later years, one of Lon’s 

favorite companions was his 

dog Spinneli, who sat faithfully 

on his lap during movies and 

hours of television. 

Carolyn said that Lon especially loved the company of 

Doug Mauer WE7BBQ and Carl Pockrus WE7OMG on the 

radio, and that when she listened in on the ‘76 repeater to 

Carl’s announcement of Lon’s Final 7-3, saying See you on 

the other side, she wept like a baby. 

73, Lon, and rest in peace. 


