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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Kevin Smith, AG7ZX 

In my high school senior year, I took elec-

tronics and became interested in amateur 

radio. I studied and took the Novice test 

and barely passed the Morse code test re-

quirement. I started trying to build my own 

transmitter and power supply using recy-

cled military tubes. My dad helped me put 

up an 80-foot center-fed dipole that ran 

between poles we attached to the chimney 

and the crown of our garage. I was never 

very proficient with Morse code, so in a few 

months, I upgraded to Technician and 

bought a used 2-meter Heathkit transceiv-

er. I erected a tower of sorts, bought an 

antenna rotator, and built my own 5-element Yagi antenna so I could use my transceiver dur-

ing the summer of 1967. Soon after, I started at the University of Arizona, so ham radio fell by 

the wayside and I never renewed my license. 

During the intervening years between 1967 and now, my career path was to first use my varied 

background in electronics that I picked up in the Navy, later apply it as an Electronics Techni-

cian, then finally a Quality Specialist for Boeing. After I retired, we moved to our present loca-

tion in April 2015. 

My service in the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), alerted me to a Technician course being of-

fered at the Utah National Guard Headquarters in February 2020. Since it was free, I decided to 

take the course. I studied hard and memorized the HamStudy questions. The test was offered 

March 3. As an incentive to do well, the instructors of the General 

and Technician courses being held concurrently offered a free 

base antenna for the person who performed the best on the 

tests. I was able to pass all three tests that day and won the an-

tenna, thus becoming an instant Amateur Extra. 

My financial situation has not been good, so my first radio was a 

Baofeng UV-5R HT. The National Guard folks loaned me a Ken-

wood TM-D700A dual-band mobile transceiver. I mounted a 

Pockrus J-pole antenna on my RV, which has become my ham 

shack. 

Today, I owe my ability to get on the air to Heath Silcox and Don 

Summit of the National Guard, who gave me some RG-213 to get 

started. I'm interested in DIY projects, and I would like to obtain 

an HF rig, which may be in my future, maybe sometime this sum-

mer. I'd like to explore digital and satellite communication as 

well as DX and contesting. Although I hold an Extra license, I con-

sider myself a newbie. 

— 73, Kevin Smith AG7ZX 


