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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Kent Flowers, N7EKF 

In the mid-60s while working in the BYU broad-

cast lab, Kent heard co-workers get on ham ra-

dio calling CQ, CQ and contacting others, and 

thought that was pretty cool. But he never could 

focus on the [Morse] code well enough to pass 

the exam. By the end of the decade, Kent put all 

of that on hold to serve full-time in the North-

western States Mission for the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

While growing up in Salt Lake City, Kent said he 

got involved in broadcasting because he was 

lousy at sports, and wanted to find something 

cool in which he could stand out. In high school, 

he started announcing play-by-plays for basket-

ball games. After that, he was hooked. 

In 1972, right after his mission, Kent went to 

work at KSL. Later, he and Bob Welti shared a 

Mooney M20F airplane that they worked on. 

Kent taught Danny Kramer how to run the KSL 

control room. Kent was also an audio mixing 

technician for the Mormon Tabernacle Choir for several years. He also staged the telephone 

line transmission for the Priesthood Session of General Conference a number of years. Mar-

riage and family eventually required Kent to become serious about a career, so he went to 

work at Allen’s Camera, then managed Losee Jewelers for many years. 

Kent’s daughter told him about a ham radio class being offered in Orem, but he was hesitant, 

remembering that ham radio was very expensive to get into. He had a lot of interest because 

he wanted a reliable way to contact his daughter in Texas, if he ever really needed to. A neigh-

bor Larry Driskill KE7AU gave Kent a small radio that costs about $30, which changed every-

thing. So, he enrolled in the course, and that was the 

start of his ham adventure. 

Among his other gear, Kent owns an Icom IC-7300, IC-

9700, IC-2730A, Elecraft KPA500, Xiegu G90S, Yaesu 

FT-60R, and Baofeng UV-5R. On the roof, Kent has a 

Butternut HF6V, S&K J-pole, and a DIY OCFD (off-center

-fed dipole) antenna. 

Since he’s been licensed, Kent has run the New Ham 

Net, has participated in Field Day, and has taught sev-

eral classes at Ham Radio University. If you call out 

your own call sign on the Intertie, you just might hear 

Kent reply with his friendly, familiar voice. 

— 73 from N7EKF Kent’s go-kit with TYT TH-7800, et al 
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