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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Kate Bowcut, K8BKT 

It wasn’t long after they were married, that 

Kate learned that her husband Chad KD7BKO 

was a ham radio operator. She would watch 

and listen in fascination as Chad would make 

contacts on his radio with people from Japan 

to Jamaica, on 10 meters. Kate had a lot of 

questions, but Chad never attempted to force 

radio onto her in any way. 

At one point, Chad installed a Yaesu FT-7900R 

in her car, and told her she could listen with it, 

but to not transmit on it. Kate became familiar 

with many of the voices she heard, even 

though she hadn’t yet met any of them. Even-

tually, the fascination became too much for 

Kate, and she decided to dive into online flash 

cards, which helped her understand some of 

the things that she saw going on with the radio. 

But Kate didn’t just memorize words; she immersed herself in the ex-

am material, mostly for fear of failure. In time, she took the one-day 

class at BYU from Steve Whitehead NV7V, and took the exam right 

afterwards, resulting in a near-perfect passing score. 

That was 2012, and the 76ers were just coming into being. Chad did-

n’t need to introduce Kate to some of the names she had already 

known from hearing them on the radio, but when she met Richard 

K7KGK, Carl WE7OMG, Nick KC2CU, and Doug WE7BBQ in person, she 

was inducted into the fold, as she recalls, the 6th female 76er. 

For Kate, ham radio is a social medium, rather than a technical hobby 

or even emergency preparedness, but she does believe that she’d like 

to get a little more involved in EmComm as time goes on. She’s such 

a “social bug” that she just had to attend an ice cream social, a week 

before Gabi, her first, was born. Nick was kind enough to pay her bill, 

which left her with an indelible impression of him, and of hams in 

general. 

Today, most 76ers know Kate as the only feminine net control opera-

tor of those who make up the rotation on the weekly net. With a de-

gree in counseling and an IT background, and after surviving COVID-

19, she now works alongside Chad as a marketing and sales director 

for RapidFire IT, while he does the technical work. Kate’s also in-

volved in an upcoming reality show, which is scheduled to air in a few 

months. 

— Thanks to all, and 73, Kate Bowcut K8BKT 

Stealth antenna: 

Pockrus J-pole on 

Kate’s roof 


