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Silent Key 

Memorial for a ham who has passed on 

Joe Ott, KD7VPW 

Joe was the sort of friend you want to have around. Un-

fortunately, on 09 October 2021, he passed from this 

life after a final battle with years of health problems. 

Here’s an excerpt from Joe’s obituary: 

His best friends were his parents, and he regularly said 

how appreciative he was of them for taking extra time 

with him and truly loving him throughout his whole life. 

The entrepreneurial spirit in him used the skills he was 

taught by his family to open a bike retail and repair 

shop, a coin resell, a Volkswagen restoration shop, and 

become a lead mechanic for Volkswagen in Utah. For all 

the things he learned from his family, he never was 

quite sure where he got his "Hippie" attitude towards life 

though; he regularly wore his peace sign necklace as his badge of honor. 

Joe served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and his greatest joy in 

service was his time as a temple worker, and as a member of a Branch Presidency. It was very 

tough on his body at times, but his faith got him through it. 

It would be a disservice if it wasn't mentioned that he was a licensed ham radio operator, ad-

dict, and nerd. He made cheesy T-shirts about this hobby and dedicated his office space to 

having as much radio equipment as possible. He went to conventions and was able to catch 

along the way some vintage equipment that he was immensely proud of. He kept this hobby 

through his whole life and made many of his best friends through it. He was proud of this com-

munity because he felt hams provided support to people in emergency situations. His love for 

all this came because he loved talking to people, and ham was his Zen place to do that. 

Last but not least, he was a father and 

grandfather who loved his children and 

grandkids immensely. He was always ready 

to offer advice when asked and was ready 

to listen at all times. He provided a safe 

place for his family and his welcomed sense 

of humor could bring the kids to tears at 

times. 

Joe has the kind of voice you don’t forget, 

either. He’s kind, thoughtful, and welcom-

ing, as evidenced by the many times he’s 

volunteered helpful information and well-

wishes to newer hams on the UVARC New 

Ham Net, the 76ers Net, Utah County 6-

meter Net, and the UVARC HF Net. 

73, Joe. 

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/22648404/joseph-alma-ott

