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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Jody Dollar, K7BUX 

I’ve been a huge fan of radio 

communication since way back 

in the 1970s when I first 

learned that I could talk to oth-

ers via radio. One of my first-

ever memories was using my 

brother-in-law’s CB to talk to 

other truckers. I thought that 

was just the coolest thing. 

Then came Burt Reynolds with 

Smokey and the Bandit! At that 

time, if I remember right, you 

had to have a license to oper-

ate a radio. Both amateur and 

Citizens Band. I wanted to get 

my license back then, but the 

Morse code was more than I 

could handle learning. 

Then into the late 80s I purchased my very first 11-meter (CB) radio, since you no longer need-

ed to have a license. Back then we used what we called a handle, or alias. Mine that I was 

known by, still to this day in the 4 corners of New Mexico is Lil’ Hoss. The very first radio I pur-

chased was the Cobra 148GTL, which was later modi-

fied (tweaked and peaked) to allow 80 channels to the 

already 40-channel radio. Not including all the upper 

and lower sidebands. It was my pride and joy. From 

that radio I talked to people all over the world using 

skip. Late nights were nothing uncommon back then. 

Over time I picked up enough knowledge and equip-

ment to learn how to peak my own and others’ radios 

with Radio Shacks SWR / watt meters. I could take the 

Cobras from a 4.5 dead key with a 6 to 10-watt swing 

on modulation, to make it anywhere from 0.5 W with 

about a 20 W swing, depending on their radio and 

what they wanted. 

One day I found a Baofeng UV-82 on KSL for $20, so I 

picked it up and began listening to 146.760 all the 

time. Shortly after getting my Technician ticket I stud-

ied and upgraded to a General license. 
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My Shack, continued 

Jody Dollar, K7BUX 

The most fun I have ever had on HF was the very first time being on the air, when I went over 

to the shack of my very good friend “Little Brother” Jeremy Giovannoni K7TEH and my first 5 

contacts within 30 minutes all being European stations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That started the HF spark. I have since tried to talk as often as health and family would allow 

on the air. My thanks and knowledge go out to many of the members of the 76ers, along with 

some very good friends that are now SK operators (once an operator, always an operator.) Yes, 

heaven needs us too!! That’s for you, Mike Searle WE7AA!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My current inventory: 

Yaesu FTdx1200 HF and 6 m transceiver 

Yaesu FTM-350 dual-band transceiver 

Many Yaesu, Kenwood, Baofeng HTs 

Retevis RT3S DMR HT 

Many Cobra CB radios 

Pockrus J-pole antenna 

G5RV antenna 

All-band shortwave transceiver that was handed down to me after my father passed away 

73, Jody K7BUX 

Jody serves as a member of the UVARC Board of Directors, and is one of our founding mem-

bers. He’s also the annual star of the 76ers Santa Net every December and the UVARC Christ-

mas Potluck. 


