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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Jim Cooper, W7KLA 

I've always been fascinated with everything sci-

entific, and love learning about and improving 

my understanding of our physical world. I re-

member riding my bicycle as a boy each week 

several miles to the MARS station at Elmendorf 

Air Force Base near Anchorage, where my dad 

was stationed, to learn about radio communi-

cations and attempt Morse code. It was more of 

a novelty to me, but I did gain an appreciation 

for the scientific aspects of radio, and for CW.  

I used to gaze up on those cold winter days at 

the towers on the tops of the mountains, and 

wonder how they worked. 

My dad was passionate about all things elec-

tronic, and I think some of that passion must have rubbed off on me. He would spend many 

hours in his shop (garage) repairing televisions, radios, and other electronic devices. I still re-

member vividly, him drilling into me never to reach into a television chassis until I was sure it 

had been properly grounded, and all the capacitors discharged. Those were the days of cath-

ode ray tubes and huge electrolytic capacitors. 

Over the next 50-plus years, I had little more than a passing expo-

sure to ham radio. Then, in July 2021, my next-door neighbor Mike 

Baxter (WN7UHO) challenged me to study for and get my amateur 

radio license. On his persistence, I eventually took the challenge, 

more because of my love of learning, than of a desire to be an ama-

teur radio operator. Since then, I’ve taken and passed the Techni-

cian and General Class exams, and was assigned KK7AGU. I applied 

for and obtained my current vanity call W7KLA in September 2021 

(my dad's CB call sign 50 years earlier was KLA6455). I'm now stud-

ying for the Amateur Extra Class license. 

I enjoy participating in the UVARC New Ham Net and Family History 

Net, as well as others. I'm involved in UVARC, UARC, Utah 76ers, 

and Utah VHF Society. I'm just beginning to assemble my ham shack 

and antennas. So far, I have a Yaesu FT-991A transceiver and Tek-

Power TP30SEWI power supply in my shack, with a Pockrus J-Pole up 

on my roof. Reception on the 2-meter and 70-cm bands has been 

stellar. I plan one day soon to add HF capability to my shack so that 

I can literally expand my horizons. 

Today, I’ve discovered a vast new network of friends with similar 

interests and a willingness to share and assist. I'm excited for the 

prospects that ham radio offers. There is so much still to learn and 

so many new friends to meet. 

— 73 de W7KLA 


