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Silent Key 

Memorial for a member who has passed on 

Jim Cobabe, KE7GWJ 

Jim has made it out to a number of club meetings, even 

if it means he had to be there in a wheelchair following 

a stroke. He loved ham radio, he loved his ham friends, 

but most of all he loved his family. Carl WE7OMG took a 

special interest in befriending and visiting Jim, and help-

ing him get to places. 

Here’s an excerpt from his obituary: 

David James “Jim” Cobabe, 65, was born February 19 to 

Bill and Mary Cobabe. 

The third of nine siblings, Jim grew up in the Manhattan 

Beach, California, area. He attended Mira Costa High 

School, where he played football and wrestled. He served 

as a missionary in the Missouri Kansas City Mission, 

then afterwards attended Ricks College in Idaho where 

he met Colleen Thomas. They were married in the Salt 

Lake LDS Temple, then later divorced. 

Jim graduated from UC Riverside, earning a B.S. in Biology, specializing in Botany. After grad-

uating, he and his family moved to West Jordan, Utah, where he became a software engineer, 

which took him to Japan and France, among other places. 

Jim loved going off-roading, and was an avid outdoorsman. He was an expert in identifying 

plants, trees, and especially flowers. Later in his life he worked in the outdoors that he loved 

so much, serving for a time with the National Forest Service. He also volunteered as a firefight-

er in the rugged areas of Indianola and Sanpete County. Jim was later honored for his efforts 

and presented a special award of thanks from the Indianola Fire department. 

In spite of suffering from a massive stroke in 2009, Jim never gave up, always having a strong 

faith in his Heavenly Father and the Gospel. His greatest delight was in spending time with his 

children and grandchildren. 

Memorial services held on February 2 in West Jordan, Utah. 

73 and rest in peace, Jim. 


