
5          UVARC Shack © September 2016 

 

My Shack 

Jeff McGrath, N1SC 

Howdy, howdy! 

As people who know me can tell you, I love 

ham radio. While I love FM and SSB, my heart 

is really in digital, using JT65 and JT9, and 

lately with mesh (BBHN). My actual passion in 

life is my wife Kim, but ham radio and pho-

tography are close ties for second place. 

Even though I’m immersed in the hobby, one 

of my challenges is to come up with creative 

ways of putting up my antennas on my prop-

erty, which has two challenges: it’s located on 

the side of a mountain to the north of us, and 

it’s part of an HOA. Can’t do a whole lot 

about the mountain, but living in an HOA has 

led me to learn how to stealth my antennas 

by hiding them or taking them down when 

I’m not on the air, which can be a bit of a 

pain. 

My base station is a Kenwood TS-850S, which 

is attached to a multi-band parallel dipole 

and a 40-meter copperweld dipole. My anten-

na selection is limited due to our HOA, but 

I've done quite well in the digital arena, which 

more than compensates. I also have a Yaesu 

FT-857D attached to a 6-meter aluminum ver-

tical dipole, Yaesu FT-8900R, and Yaesu FT-

2900R, plus a variety of handhelds. For digi-

tal, I use a Tigertronics USB SignaLink TNC 

connected to my computer, which then dis-

plays the waterfall on my monitor. I also have 

two mesh nodes that I use to communicate 

with the mesh repeaters on Lake Mountain 

and West Mountain. 

My shack isn’t limited to my house, however. 

I also love to CQ from our cabin at Strawberry 

Reservoir, or portable up in the mountains 

just to see how far I can go, or among the 

sage flies at Field Day. I also use my FT-

8900R as a mobile from my Subaru. 

I feel like I’ve done a lot with ham radio in the 

short time I’ve been a ham, but I also feel like 

I’ve only scratched the surface. I recently be-

came a VE, so I might meet some of you at an 

exam session. Anyway, I hope to hear you on 

the air, or at least have an eyeball QSO with 

you at the club meetings! 

— 73, N1SC 

Each issue we highlight the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of what more experienced hams have set up 


