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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Jake Estepp, KD7VEA 

Growing up in Arkansas almost 20 years ago, CB was 

still a valid means of communications. I got a CB Base 

station when I was 16, my friends soon followed, and 

we all had CBs at our houses as well as our vehicles. 

This got me interested in more communication technol-

ogy, and when I came to Utah, I decided it was time to 

upgrade to ham. I love the technology behind ham ra-

dio, I have always been interested in how things work, 

so I started buying non-working used gear and repair-

ing it. One of my favorite parts of the hobby is building 

and/or modifying amplifiers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My station gear: 

On the top shelf I have my homemade anten-

na rotator controller. Beside that is my 

switching 50 amp power supply. 

 

 

On the main desk: 

Kenwood TL-922 HF 2 kW amplifier and SignaLink USB for dig-

ital modes 

Custom mic switch box to switch between 2 microphones and 

2 radios quickly for VHF contesting 

Yaesu FT-920 160-6 meter rig, and on top of that is an array 

solutions 160-6 meter 3 kW SWR / power meter 

Yaesu FT-736R VHF/UHF all-mode radio supporting 144 / 

220 / 432 / 1.2 GHz 

On the shelving below the desk is my Ameritron AL-80 ampli-

fier modified for 1 kW on 6 meters and MFJ input power meter 

Next shelf down is my AM-6154 FAA amplifier (modified from 

50 watts AM to 500 watts on 2 meters) 
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My Shack 

continued 

I am also very heavily involved with Mesh Networking, connecting computers wirelessly over 

ham radio frequencies to do things like file sharing, camera monitoring, and almost anything 

else that you can do with a network connection. 

The other main interests I have in radio are working meteor scatter on 6 meters (no luck on 2 

meters and up yet), and I’m currently building an antenna system for tracking satellites. 

The large dish is a 2.4 GHz link to the West Mountain mesh node, the small dish is a 5 GHz 

link to the West Mountain mesh node, the bottom antenna is a Cushcraft MA5b covering 10 

through 20 meters, the next up is 5 elements on 6 meters, next is 3 elements on 220, then 11 

elements on 2 meters, 16 elements on 440, and the top is 18 elements on 1200 MHz. The 

four wires are a 40/80 dipole and the black tube is the balun for the dipole. On the roof is a 

stacked 5/8-wave 2-meter vertical, and the tower is 30 feet of Rohn 25g. 

― 73, KD7VEA 


