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Silent Key 

Memorial for a ham who has passed on 

Gordon Smith, K7HFV 

A local well-known legend, Gordon Smith 

K7HFV departed this frail existence on 21 

April 2022, leaving behind students, 

elmers, and numerous friends. Annually, 

Gordon was the kingpin CW operator at 

UARC’s Field Day, scoring more points 

than probably anybody else in the state. 

Gordon was licensed in 1958 at age 14. 

Phil Bullock K7PB said, I met Gordon at a 

UARC club meeting right after he became 

a ham. I was a teenager living in Provo at 

that time. We have been close friends for 

more than 50 years. 

When Gordon was a young lad, he came 

upon an old shortwave receiver, and lis-

tened to some of the local amateur radio conversations, which were often in AM. At one point, 

he heard one ham announce his phone number. Gordon called the man (possibly Dee Christen-

sen W7YPC), who helped Gordon get a start on his amateur radio journey. 

Gordon has since served the ham radio community in many ways over the years, by helping 

with the construction and maintenance of UARC repeaters, designing and building circuits that 

have withstood harsh mountaintop environments, was the chief editor of the monthly Micro-

volt newsletter, and was in charge of the club’s VE (volunteer examiner) program. He was 

known and recognized as a fountain of knowledge and a voice of reason on the Utah airwaves. 

When Gordon was eight, he learned the piano, and by eleven, was playing the organ. In 1971 

he became the organist for the Mount Tabor Lutheran Church in Salt Lake City, and held that 

position until just a couple of weeks prior to his passing, nearly 51 years. You can see a re-

cording of him demonstrating and 

playing the organ here. 

Another of Gordon’s favorite activi-

ties was hiking with his friends, es-

pecially if it accompanied a pur-

pose. While hiking and backpacking 

in Canyonlands National Park or 

near Swasey Peak, he couldn’t re-

sist pulling out his radio or helping 

Clint with his latest optical project. 

Gordon also joined with friends to 

hike nearby canyons on Wednesday 

nights for short elevation hikes. 

Even though battles with cancer in 

his final three years slowed him, 

Gordon kept up until September 

2020. LtoR, Brett N7KG, Tom W7ETR, Ron K7RJ, Gordon 

http://mttaborslc.org/
https://youtu.be/HT7Ji5SMzOk
https://youtu.be/HT7Ji5SMzOk
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Gordon Smith, K7HFV 

Gordon grew up with a rare 

physical issue known as Kline-

felter Syndrome, which left 

him with one leg about 1-3/4 

inches taller than the other, 

contributing to poor motor 

skills, and making Junior High 

life rather miserable. Junior 

High was somewhat brutal. By 

ninth grade I couldn't walk 

down the hall without getting 

taunted. I never told my par-

ents about that. His father 

died around that time from a 

brain tumor, and Gordon went 

to live with his grandmother, 

who acted, for all intents, as 

his mother. 

Once out of Junior High, Gordon's social life improved, but his remaining concerns included 

poor 3-D comprehension (he said, Thank goodness electronic circuits can always be drawn in 

two dimensions!), lack of interest in sports and competition in general, and was never attracted 

to hunting or fishing. He said he also never had much luck with the la-

dies; I can't tell them about my sons that are becoming lawyers, and 

daughters becoming college professors. :-) and so he never dated or 

married. As far as family, Gordon has no siblings, but two first cousins, 

and one of them grew up in San Francisco and became a research scien-

tist in Oceanography. The last I heard he was working in southeast Asia. 

I still live in the house where I grew up! I think most people look at life as 

a way to climb a ladder to ever greater success. Looking back, I think 

my plan has been more nearly 'find a comfortable place and stay there.' 

Gordon said he nev-

er had much con-

nection with "the U," 

although he did go to school there for 

about seven years, and never graduated. 

He said, I was having too much fun at my 

(by that time) full-time job. 

On 13 April 2022, Gordon was presented 

with an ARRL Utah Section lifetime 

achievement award, now named in his 

honor. You can read a tribute to Gordon 

on the UARC website. 

73, Gordon, you’ll be greatly missed. 

At Venus’ 90th 

https://user.xmission.com/~uarc/gordon.html

