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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Gavin Grow, K9GKG 

When I was a kid, I saw my grandfather's 

radio and thought to myself, "That radio is 

too complicated."  When I was in high school, 

I got into CB radios with my friends. That 

was a lot of fun. For years I would go on 

campouts with the Boy Scouts. Countless 

times I would be out of range from cell tow-

ers. I often thought to myself, "What would I 

do if I needed first aid and I couldn't com-

municate with my cell phone?" and "How 

could I communicate with other leaders if I 

can't use my cell phone?" I began looking for 

a back-up solution. In 2019, I found my solu-

tion while viewing an emergency prepared-

ness video. I began searching the internet for more information about ham radios and their 

capabilities. The more I looked into it, the more I realized I had found much more.   

My path to getting a license wasn't traditional. I think I went about it the hard way; if I had to 

do it over again, I would have asked around for someone who knew amateur radios. I would 

probably have taken classes through UVARC or UCARES. While searching on my own, I found it 

very helpful to buy a radio and listen to it before I got my license. Lastly, finding an Elmer was 

one of the best ways to learn amateur radio. 

Getting my license was an experience of its own. I was so happy the day I passed that I com-

pletely forgot it was my wife's birthday. I felt like a 16-year-old kid who just got his driver's 

license. Luckily, by 1:30 that afternoon, I finally realized what day it was. 

I've had my license for almost two years now. I enjoy rubbing elbows with other hams who 

know far more than me.  I've also had the opportunity to help 

Noji teach some classes during the Pandemic. I found that join-

ing in with multiple nets like the New Ham Net, UCARES, CERT, 

and the Sultans of Simplex has been a great way to practice. 

Another fun activity I enjoy doing is participating in the com-

munications for the Provo Half Marathon and the Springville 

Parade. These are great ways to learn how to function in a re-

alistic net situation. I strongly recommend participating in 

these kinds of summer events. 

I often monitor the UVARC repeater while scanning other fre-

quencies when mobile. It's been fun getting to meet so many of 

you. I hope to hear you on the radio soon. 

Gavin has been our Net Control for the New Ham Net a few 

times, and can be seen at many club meetings and other 

UVARC events. 

— Gavin Grow, K9GKG 


