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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Dan Lundwall, N7XDL 

When asked why I got into ham radio, I guess I 

would have to start out with my first real experi-

ence seeing it in action. I was serving a 2-year 

church mission in Concepcion, Chile, back in 1980. 

I had the chance to visit the home of an older gen-

tleman, who had a very large (and tall) antenna on 

his property (it was not until years later that I real-

ized I was looking at a 40 meter Yagi).  He told me 

that he could call my family in Utah using just his 

ham radio, and demonstrated that by making a 

phone patch connection, with which I was able to 

talk to my family using the airwaves! Every sen-

tence ended in an “over…”, which took a little get-

ting used to. After that, I was hooked! Fast forward 

35 years, and past the FCC ruling to forego the CW 

requirement, and voila...I'm an amateur radio oper-

ator! 

I enjoy the hobby now because it ena-

bles me to always find a great group of 

people wherever I travel...which is im-

portant to me, because I travel for a 

living. I love to participate in any activi-

ty that lets me use my radios, like 

UtahSAG for example. There’s nothing 

better than for me to ride my Goldwing 

(ham radio equipped), assisting the 

bicyclists in their various rides through 

the year. Let’s not forget the ARRL Field Days, both win-

ter and summer. I absolutely enjoyed rubbing shoulders 

with the UVARC folks up near Strawberry Reservoir last 

year and am looking forward to spending another Field 

Day with them this summer. 

In the process of expanding my horizons in my new 

found hobby, I became a board member of the Salt Lake 

County ARES group. I was asked to represent Murray 

City (where I live), since they didn’t have a Murray City 

representative yet. A common theme among the board 
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My Shack, continued 

Dan Lundwall, N7XDL 

members was the fact that they all had local ham clubs supporting them in their respective 

cities. I looked for MY local ham club here in Murray, only to find out that we didn’t have one. I 

decided I would start one. 

265 letters later, with lots of interest being shared in the idea, our new club, Murray Amateur 

Radio Club (MARC) was formed. We’re becoming "part of the solution" when it comes to 

providing eComms to our city as we now work with the Murray City Emergency Management 

group in providing eComms during events, and regular communications assistance during 

Murray City events, like parades and 5k runs. MARC has indeed blossomed into a club that 

serves the citizens of Murray, a place where club members come together to build their own 

knowledge base, and a place where nerds like us are able to meet weekly. Forming this club 

has given me great satisfaction in sharing my love of the hobby with my fellow neighbors and 

Murray City citizens. What’s not to love?!! 

My current inventory of ham radio equipment: 

Yaesu FTdx1200 HF transceiver 

Wouxun KG-UV950 quad-band transceiver 

Yaesu FT-2900R 2 m transceiver 

Yaesu FTM-100DR Fusion dual-bander 

Yaesu FTM-400XDR Fusion dual-bander 

Icom ID-880-H DSTAR dual-bander 

Alinco DR-235TMKIII 220 MHz transceiver 

ACOPower 100 W Solar briefcase 

MFJ MFJ-969 Versa-Tuner II 

MFJ MFJ-269C antenna analyzer 

MFJ MFJ-884 SWR meter (1.8 to 525 MHz) 

My SL County ARES Go-kit: 

Yaesu FTM-100DR w/TNC connectivity 

Alinco DR-235TMKIII  

2 x Harbor Freight waterproof cases 

ACOPower solar system 

My quick-and-easy Go-kit: 

QYT KT-8900R radio 

Tactical Harbor Freight ammo box 

All of this because I made a phone patch call to my family from another country! I expect that 

when I become a SK (silent key), I’ll have an O
2

 tank in one arm and my ham radio in the other! 

Some might wonder what my wife thinks of all of this. She just shakes her head and tells me 

she’s glad I've found "my people." I’m still trying to get her interested...my ultimate goal! 

73, Dan N7XDL 


