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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Colton Wolkins, NK8Z 

Salutations! Believe it or not, a couple of years 

ago, I had no idea that Amateur Radio even ex-

isted. The only public radio service (besides 

WiFi, but more on that later) that I knew about 

was FRS and my cell phone, neither of which 

works very well in an emergency. I was also a 

shut-in programmer and a hobbyist network en-

gineer; I didn't even know that radio was used 

for public service events, like races or parades. 

At the time that I learned about radio, I was 

looking at how Provo has gigabit fiber internet 

(Lehi still doesn't), and I was curious if one could 

purchase a couple of commercial-grade WiFi 

nodes from Ubiquity and get faster and cheaper internet than Comcast by placing one node at 

my house, then pointing it towards one in Provo. 

One day, I was just toying with the idea of set-

ting that up while doing a bit of research, and 

found out via IRC (Internet Relay Chat, that an-

cient technology that predates Instant Messen-

ger) that a wireless mesh system existed using 

commercial radio gear throughout Utah and 

Salt Lake Valleys. I eventually found Jeff N1SC 

in IRC and he helped guide me (along with Kim 

KD7IKE via email) towards getting licensed. 

While I was trying to study, and after I got li-

censed, I found out that 

there was so much 

more to radio than just 

"using commercial-

grade radios for fun.” 

Today, I prefer SSB to other modes because it helps me learn a lot 

about propagation. Some of my shack equipment includes 

Icom IC-718 HF transceiver 

Zastone MP-300 VHF / UHF transceiver 

Yaesu FT-857D HF / VHF / UHF transceiver 

HYS TC-8900R 10 m / 6 m / 2 m / 70 cm transceiver 

Ubiquity Nanostation M2 

Pockrus J-pole antenna, EFHW longwire antenna 

— 73 from NK8Z 


