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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Chase Palmer, KJ7OXM 

I'm really not sure what would prompt a shy 

guy like me to get my ham radio license. My in-

terest in ham started around 1999, when a 

neighbor got his license with his dad. He was so 

excited about it and said I should get my license. 

I borrowed some library books and tried to 

study, focusing on Morse code, not knowing at 

the time that the requirement had been re-

moved. I was a lot more into playing football 

and skateboarding than I was with code, so 

eventually lost interest. 

Fast forward to May 2020, I was looking for a new hobby, and found myself spending time do-

ing woodworking and amateur astronomy. A friend and neighbor of mine, KJ7OXQ, ap-

proached me one day and wanted to know if I’d be interested in ham radio. I talked about my 

early experience with studying, but once we found that Morse code was no longer required, we 

both got our licenses on 30 June 2020. I was so scared to push the PTT (remember, shy guy 

here), that I didn't make my first contact until 30 July 2020 with Gale (WK8G). Since then, I’ve 

tried to make one contact each day. Not perfect, but I’m not afraid to push the PTT anymore. 

I must have gotten so bored during the COVID lockdown, that I got back to studying, and 

passed both my General and Amateur Extra exams on 23 November 2020. I enjoy spending 

time outdoors camping and hiking, and take an HT with me everywhere. My son Kason loves 

spending time with me on the radio and loves talking to "Da Noji". 

One of the most exciting and memorable events was when, at 3 

years old, my son checked into the 76ers Net on my behalf without 

any help. I love that he knows my callsign and seems fascinated 

with the radio. 

I usually find myself on the New Ham Net, either as a participant or 

as Net Control, which I’ve found to be pretty fun. I’m part of 

UCARES, the 76ers, UARC, and UVARC. I’ve also found enjoyment 

experimenting with stealth antennas, and spending a lot of time in 

HF digital modes, primarily FT8. I have a Pockrus J-Pole in my attic 

and haven't had any issues with it there. I also have a usable but 

less-than-stellar 80-meter half-wave end-fed antenna wrapped 

around my attic. My base station is a Yaesu FT-991A, my mobile sta-

tion is an Anytone AT-5888UV-II, my first HT was the BTech UV-5X3, 

and for DMR I use a BaoFeng DM-5R+, along with some MMDVM 

hotspots that I’ve built. I recently started building my portable HF 

kit with a 30-watt solar kit and a 40-meter end-fed half-wave anten-

na. I‘ve even started to learn Morse code again. 

I look forward to many more years of fun and excitement as I con-

tinue to explore ham radio and meet new friends. 

— 73 de KJ7OXM 


