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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Bryce Anderson, K7UA 

My father was always 

interested in radio, and 

belonged to the Civil Air 

Patrol. He had old WWII 

surplus radios at our 

house for use on the CAP 

frequencies, but he never 

talked very far away. He 

had always wanted to be 

a ham, but was deterred 

by the Morse code re-

quirement. 

When I was about 11 

years old my dad bought 

me a short wave receiver 

kit from Knight-Kit. I built 

it, assembling the hard-

ware and soldering what seemed like a million connections. It actually worked right off. The 

receiver was a very simple three-tube radio, and I had a 75-foot piece of wire strung up out-

side my room for an antenna. I became an official SWL (short wave listener). 

Many hams of my age started that way. At night I could hear AM broadcast stations all over 

the western US and even into Mexico. On shortwave there were huge broadcast stations like 

HCJB in Ecuador, the Voice of America, and the evil Radio Moscow to listen to. McClellan Air 

Force Base had a fantastic signal, and I could hear hams on the 20-meter band from all over! 

In 1961, when I was 12, my father took 

me to visit a ham that he knew. It was 

Tyler Rogers, W7JFQ, and he became our 

mentor. Tyler had a home brew transmit-

ter the size of a refrigerator. He demon-

strated it to us by talking to a ham in Ok-

lahoma. He had QSL cards on his wall 

from places like Germany...I was astound-

ed! We just had to get in on this. 

My father and I learned Morse code to-

gether. Tyler was our volunteer examiner 

for the Novice class test. We both passed 

the 5 wpm Morse test and took the writ-

ten test. We waited impatiently for the 

FCC to grade our tests and to hopefully 

mail us our licenses. After several weeks 

of agony, the licenses finally came! I was 

KN7SAI and my dad was KN7SAJ! 
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My Shack, continued 

Bryce Anderson, K7UA 

A few months later I upgraded and became K7SAI. In 1977 I upgraded again, and have been 

K7UA ever since. Besides my Amateur Extra Class License, I hold a BS in electronics engineer-

ing and have held an FCC First Class Radiotelephone Commercial License since 1971. After col-

lege I served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps. I retired in 2014 from a 46-year career in infor-

mation technology. 

I'm a DXer with 348 countries confirmed (334 current) and a member and past President of 

the Utah DX Association. Awards include DXCC on eight bands and on Phone/CW/Digital/QRP, 

DXCC Challenge (2,300), Triple Play WAS, 8 band WAS, 160 M WAS, 6 M VUCC, WPX, WAZ, etc. 

My antennas include a 3-

element SteppIR Yagi beam 

with the 30/40-meter rotata-

ble dipole element and 6-meter 

passive element on a 72 ft (22 

m) US Tower crank up, a 

W9INN 80/160-meter inverted 

vee at 70 ft, and a Pixel mag-

netic loop receiving antenna.  

My station equipment consists 

of two Elecraft transceivers 

(K3s & K3), both with Elecraft 

P3 panadapters and two Alpha 

amplifiers (9500 & 99). I also 

have a King Conversions 

Heathkit SB-220 6-meter am-

plifier. 

73, Bryce K7UA 

Bryce gave a wonderful presentation 

on DX to our club one night in 2018. 

It was exhilarating to see his photos 

and what he’d accomplished over the 

years, and to know that he was willing 

to share all of that with us. 

Check out this drone video of Bryce’s 

home and his 72-foot tower holding a 

three-element folded 40/30-meter 

beam. 

First contact QSL with Lovell Killpack, an SK 

featured in this issue 

https://vimeo.com/145700968

