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My Shack 

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them 

Bruce Weight, KB7CQ 

My interest in Ham radio was fostered by my tinker spirit! 

When I was a kid, I just happened to live next to a place 

where several ham radio operators had a shack and a large 

pile of cast-off tube radios. They told me to help myself to 

the pile, and at that time in my life, it was very interesting to 

tear apart the radios and unwind the capacitors and observe 

their construction of foil and insulation. I was at some point 

given a Heathkit Mohawk receiver for AM, SSB, and CW, it 

had enough knobs and switches to keep me busy for quite a 

while. I strung a wire out of the house and into the trees, 

and began listening to all kinds of signals and conversa-

tions. I also had a big wooden tube AM radio that was old 

but worked really well; there was no substitute for its recep-

tion and sound quality. 

Radios were a big part of my life, because I grew up in a 

place where there were no TV signals. I do remember con-

necting a homemade Yagi antenna to an FM receiver and 

picking up some stations 100-plus miles away. I became an 

instant celebrity, with people asking me to build antennas 

for their houses. 

Elmers are probably the single most important factor in am-

ateur radio. Gerry WA7GMJ was my Elmer, and administered 

the Novice exam to me in his print shop, and did the paper 

work to get my first amateur radio license. I later took a trip to SLC, where I passed my Techni-

cian Plus test, consisting of General test questions and a five WPM Morse code test. With his 2-

meter rig and a Yagi, Gerry would rag chew on simplex over a hundred miles with a number of 

friends, then check into the Beehive Net almost every day. He didn't mess around with HF an-

tennas very much, but instead would just throw a wire up in the sky, and away he went. 

In the very rural area where we lived, his station was crucial, and he had a number of contacts 

in the SLC and Provo area with phone patches on their radios. Many times, vital information for 

family and friends alike were passed, like a death or serious illness, or just a friendly chat on 

the phone with a family member, were made possible on that HF rig. Gerry also passed numer-

ous messages for the local Sheriff to persons out of the area, as there was no phone service at 

the time. He gave me my first transceiver, which was a Kenwood 25-watt 2-meter rig. I had 

more fun making the many contacts with that radio, than almost anything. 

Now, to the tinker part. Being a machinist at the time, I had access to a mill and lathes, and 

built a 19-element Yagi with great precision, from plans in the 1976 ARRL Antenna Book. I 

practically worked both ends of the state from the Utah-Nevada border with that antenna up 

40 feet. I've built two QCX QRP CW 5-watt transmitters, a 40-meter and 20-meter version. I also 

built a Chinese QRP CW 8-watt radio that puts out good signal, but has a horrible side tone. 

The radio has three crystals, and takes two crystals to change frequency. 
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My Shack, continued 

Bruce Weight, KB7CQ 

It’s exciting to see young 

kids grab hold of the hobby 

and watch their eyes light 

up when they make that first 

distant contact. Nothing like 

your ham buddies nearly 

killing themselves while try-

ing to help you put up a 40-

meter dipole on the house. 

Thanks guys; I haven’t for-

gotten, especially BBQ add-

ing the jokes at the right 

moment! Also a special 

shout out to Mike WE7AA, a 

SK who helped me test my 

first dipole with his antenna 

tester, and for the demo of 

his portable HF antenna, 

which was so fun. 

I love to rag chew, and am 

not much of a contester, but 

it’s way fun to make a distant contact on HF. I do play some digital, with FT8 and WSPR mode. 

I'm sometimes on with the 7.155 morning group, spread over California, Arizona, Washington, 

New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah. 

The IC-7300 and an AL-811 amp with a MFJ Versa Tuner V, 80-meter half-wave end-fed and a 

40-meter OCF antenna are the main components of my HF radio system today. I have a Ken-

wood TS-520S that I restored, and a Kenwood TS-120S that needs repair. I've fixed the TS-120S 

a couple of times, but this time it seems the problem is above my pay grade! I have a 2-meter 

Cushcraft antenna up about 30 feet with a rotator, and a Yaesu dual-band 50-watt radio, which 

I can only use on 2 meters at this point. I built an OCF 40-meter lightweight antenna with a 

peanut butter jar balun that handles 500 watts nicely. I also recently I built an 80-meter half-

wave end-fed antenna, which works well. It zig-zags more than is ideal, but still works effec-

tively. The end-fed is what I am mostly on now but can use the OCF on the higher bands, as I 

think it's quieter than the end-fed antenna. 

I look back fondly on some of our original get-togethers with Richard K7KGK and Lyla KF7RUR, 

and many other hams meeting at their home in Spanish Fork. Since I moved out of the 

Springville area to Hinckley, my radios are what allow me to stay in touch, along with Face-

book. 

What a fantastic club sprinkled with hams of every professional background! The meetings are 

a wonderful time for all concerned. With love and respect to all those in the amateur radio 

world who have made this experience a highlight in my work, and retired life, my sincerest 

best wishes for the greatest contacts in radio. 

— 73, Bruce Weight KB7CQ (formerly KA7QVE) 


