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Silent Key 

Memorial for a ham who has passed on 

Ben Donoho, KE7ELH 

On Thursday March 18, Ben Donoho, friend, father, and 

ham, passed away peacefully in his Highland, Utah, home 

at age 82, surrounded by family. Here’s an excerpt from 

his obituary: 

When asked who he first wanted to see when he got to the 

other side of the veil, Ben quickly responded, "My mother, 

Aunt Garnet, and Louise." Louise was his sister, and Aunt 

Garnet was his primary caregiver after the death of his 

mother when he was only 3. 

Ben attended the University of Kansas City before joining 

the Air Force in 1957, when he was trained to become a 

radio technician. It was at Scott AFB in Illinois where he 

first encountered a member of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints, more commonly known at that time 

as Mormons. At first, Ben thought Mormons were like Men-

nonites, so he asked lots of questions and got lots of answers, and he soon joined the Church. 

Two months later, his new military assignment was in Morocco, where he was stationed on a 

mountaintop at the Sidi Slimane Air Base. 

Ben graduated from Brigham Young University in 1972 with a Bachelor's Degree in Business 

Management and Accounting. While attending BYU, he eventually met, then married Mary Eth-

el McConkie in the Salt Lake Temple on June 3, 1971. Mary’s father, Bruce R. McConkie, was 

the sealer joining them together for time and eternity. Ben faithfully served in many ward and 

stake assignments, and on the Young Men General Board. He also served as a Family History 

Consultant in both the Fruit Heights and Highland Stakes Family History Libraries and as a 

Temple Worker in the Bountiful Utah Temple. 

Ben loved discovering his roots and sharing family stories with his children, taking one or 

more of them back to visit the Donoho family in Kansas and Missouri, while Mary cared for the 

others at home. He was invited to join with other in-law family relatives, descendants of Joseph 

Smith, Sr., to learn how to do descendancy research and then find more descendants of Joseph 

Smith, Jr. 

Ben was born with music in his soul, and played the piano "by ear," often entertaining his 

young children by playing the piano so they could dance. If he didn’t know the songs they 

wanted him to play, they would sing it and then he would play it. He had an exceptionally 

beautiful bass voice and was often asked to sing solos or duets in church settings. 

Ben's interests were many. He never met a seed he did not want to plant, nor a gardening book 

he did not want to buy. This was rivaled only by the number of file boxes filled with sheet mu-

sic he collected over the years. He loved new technology especially computers and their pro-

gramming. In 2005 Ben talked his daughter Mariana into getting her ham radio license with 

him. The fun spread to others in the family, and he enjoyed visiting with them and others from 

all over, and soon joined other local hams on weekly nets. 

73 to you, Ben. 


