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In our May 2020 online club meeting, Jeran and Noji 

demonstrated how to install connectors. But that wasnõt all 

we did during this time of staying at home. The club has 

also been putting on multiple fox hunts each week, to give 

members an opportunity to find out 

first -hand what this is about, why 

itõs useful, and explore yet another 

aspect of amateur radio.  

Making connections  

In this issue of the UVARC Shack  

Fox-hunting for families to help 

cure cabin fever.  

Brass Tacks  explores solar power, 

from the molecular to the mobile.  

Way to Be  for NV7V and My Shack  

for WB6KIT. Dear Annette  tells 

how to give signal reports, why 

ham radio is a license to learn, 

and whether you should carry 

your license with you. Discussion 

in Hot Tips  on how to use the 

NanoVNA to measure SWR. Sim-

ple DIY for a satellite VHF/UHF 

Yagi antenna. Lightning protec-

tion, HT accessories, and more,  

Please send your ideas, stories, 

questions, gripes, and photos to 

uvarcshack@gmail.com  
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Way to be  

Spotlight on our members  

Steve Whitehead, NV7V  

For years now, Steve Whitehead has been 

teaching one -day Technician classes at BYU 

and other places. As an accredited CVE 

(contact volunteer examiner, or session 

manager ñ the person authorized to organ-

ize and hold amateur radio exam sessions), 

Steve has also provided numerous exam 

opportunities in Utah County, and many of 

us recognize him as one of the first faces 

representing ham radio to us.  

Due to the Pandemic, most ham radio exam 

sessions around the US have come to a halt, 

because following the VEC (volunteer exam-

iner coordinator ñ the exam governing 

body) rules requires somewhat close con-

tact between VEs (volunteer examiners) and 

the candidate during the entire exam. This 

made it difficult, for example, to test many candidates in the same room, in light of the fact 

that most facilities (government, corporate, school, medical) will no longer allow public gather-

ings in their rooms. Meanwhile, the list of people who wanted to take a ham radio exam kept 

growing.  

Steve decided to put his head together with Richard Bateman (who developed the online app 

that presents ham radio exams), plus others, and come up with a way to hold exam sessions 

while following both VEC rules and CDC safety guidelines. He eventually became the author of 

the drive -through exam session , which allows a candidate to make an appointment, drive to a 

designated parking lot (with permission from the owner, of course), and remain in the vehicle 

during the entire paperwork, payment, and exam process, all while being overseen by several 

masked VEs.  

On one hand, Steveõs drive-through session takes a little 

longer than exam sessions normally do, because only a 

few candidates could be tested at the same time. But on 

the other hand, it made exam sessions possible  again. This 

method has worked so well that other CVEs have taken 

notice and began copying Steveõs approach, gradually al-

lowing ham radio license candidates to once again get 

their licenses.  

By the way, not to steal any of Steveõs limelight, Richard 

Bateman was spotlighted in the 05 -20 -2020 CQ DX Hall of 

Fame Awards  for his online tool contribution.  

We salute you, Steve, for your brilliant initiative and novel 

approach to overcoming an enormous obstacle!  

https://youtu.be/w0VKAw6FBv4
https://youtu.be/w0VKAw6FBv4
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My Shack  

Highlighting the shack (ham equipment and room) of a member, to 

give others an idea of the possibilities that might work for them  

Daylon Dean, WB6KIT  

Way back in the day, Daylon got 

his start in radio through CB 

(Citizens Band), even working 

for Muntz Radio  in California, 

but he was a little intimidated by 

the PTT button, so didnõt trans-

mit much.  

One day, while visiting my 

daughter -in-law in Orem, a 

friend of hers showed me his 

Baofeng HT, which he said he 

used on outings, even though he 

was unlicensed. Well, I took the 

challenge upon myself to find 

out how to use it legally, so I Googled and found HamStudy, studied for the exam, Googled for 

an exam location, and took and passed the Technician exam at BYU. I repeated that, and a 

month later passed the General exam there too. To this day, the young man never got his ham 

license, but by now, I was hooked.  

My father -in-law was quite the CBer, but he was also a ham. After he passed away, his Ken-

wood TS-520S got passed down to me. I put up a hy -gain AV -14AVQ antenna, which kept fail-

ing on me, and eventually moved to an OCF dipole, which has worked wonderfully since. To-

day, you can hear me on the 6 -meter Net, 

the Skyline Net, and our (Orem Aspen) 

Stake Net.  

Iõve decided to start looking into DMR, and 

maybe even other digital modes. This is the 

most amazing hobby, with endless possibili-

ties.  

Hereõs my equipment list: 

Yaesu FT-991A HF/VHF/UHF transceiver  

Yaesu FT-891 HF / 6 m transceiver  

Yaesu FT-7900R VHF/UHF transceiver  

Dentron 922 amplifier  

Dentron Super Tuner  

MFJ MFJ-17754 40/20 dipole antenna  

MFJ MFJ-17758 80/40 dipole antenna  

Pockrus J -pole antenna  

Tram 1481 3 -element VHF/UHF collinear  

Cushcraft 5 -element 6 -meter beam  

ñ 73, Daylon WB6KIT  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madman_Muntz

