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The Amateur in You, Part 1 

What have you been pondering? 

One of the reasons you got your ham radio 

license is for preparedness, because you 

probably heard that this form of communica-

tion is more reliable and less expensive off-

grid than others. But now that you’ve come 

this far, your goal is to not only help yourself, 

but others in your community, and maybe 

even your state. So, is there some organized 

way for you to put your new-found skills to 

work, and be of help in your community? Will 

those in charge actually feel they can confi-

dently call upon you to provide essential 

emergency services? 

Yes 

It's indeed possible for us amateurs to get 

called upon as *volunteer* emergency ser-

vices communicators. However, there is an 

organized way for you to get involved and 

help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. ARES 

Sign up and become certified by your local 

ARES group, which in most cases is at the 

county level. They are likely working with 

your AUXCOMM team, if you even have one 

(most places do not yet), to help train you in 

procedure and protocol, and will let you know 

when and where to help in an official capaci-

ty, if needed. 

2. RACES 

Sign up and become accredited with your 

state's RACES organization, which in most 

cases is at the state level. They are also likely 

working with your AUXCOMM team, again, if 

you have one. The RACES folks tend to leave 

much of the training up to the AUXCOMM 

folks, but if you’re new to emergency com-

munication, you should start with your local 

ARES team. 

3. Area 

Get involved in your local (religious, commu-

nity, area) net, and volunteer to help out as a 

communicator. Their leaders will likely keep a 

list of volunteers, along with their skill levels, 

and call upon your help as they see the need. 

4. Family 

You are free to help out your own family and 

neighbors without any sort of training, posi-

tion, or direction, as long as you're a) repre-

senting yourself (not any organization), and 

b) your self-deployment activities don’t inter-

fere with emergency coordination efforts be-

ing done by other groups. 

5. Volunteer 

Volunteer your services in the ARES and local 

(religious, community, area) groups by offer-

ing to run their nets, present a training topic, 

or host a simulated exercise (a *tabletop ex-

ercise*, not a mock disaster). If you don’t vol-

unteer your time and services, the organiza-

tion leaders might not realize that you want 

to help out at all. 

Related to volunteering, stay up-to-date. Get 

on the ARES mailing list, and make sure 

you’re getting their updates. Keep informed 

on upcoming events, such as meetings, train-

ing, simulated exercises, callouts, and more. 

Find out how to increase your expertise by 

advancing your certification level. 

Getting involved with emergency communication 

https://ucares.org/
https://www.dhs.gov/safecom/blog/2016/07/11/auxiliary-emergency-communications
https://dem.utah.gov/races-radio-amateur-civil-emergency-service/
https://noji.com/hamradio/hamnets.php
https://noji.com/hamradio/training.php

